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(54) COLOR IMAGE PROCESSOR 



(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a color image processor having decision capacity of high 
level, which can decide a document whose ground is colored or a document of a 
monochromatic color to be a monochromatic document. 
CONSTITUTION: A color of a picture element read by a color image reading 
means 101 is converted to saturation information by a color converting means 
102, and subsequently, in plural places in a color image, the saturation 
information is averaged by a picture element value local averaging means 103, 
and the maximum value of every scanning line of the image of its averaged 
saturation information is detected by a maximum value detecting means 104. At 
the end, by executing a histogram analysis by a histogram analyzing means 1 06, 
the number oc colors existing in the image is devided from a histogram of the 
maximum saturation, and when the number of colors is T, it is decided to be a 
monochromatic document. 
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